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NEW  RELEASE  OF  SPF 

We  are  testing  a  new  release  of  SPF.  In  addition  to  some  minor  modifications  to 
the  SPF  that  you  are  familiar  with,  IBM  has  added  an  entirely  new  feature  called 
the  "Dialog  Manager".  This  will  allow  a  user  to  design  and  add  new  panel/program' 
combinations  ("dialogs")  to  SPF  for  his  own  use  -  a  sort  of  "Poor  Man's  CICS". 
Panel  design  is  relatively  simple  and  easy  to  use,  via  regular  SPF  "Edit".  The 
processing  program  can  be  COBOL,  PL/ 1 ,  FORTRAN,  TSG  "CLIST",  or,  naturally,  Assem- 
bler. 

We  don't  know  exactly  when  this  will  be  available,  but  it  should  be  within  the  next 
six  months.   Even  so,  there  are  some  things  we  need  to  find  out: 

1.  How  many  people  might  be  interested  in  using  the  Dialog  Manager. 

2.  What  sort  of  applications  they  would  have  in  mind. 

3.  How  many  would  be  interested  in  having  a  class  on  the  dialog  manager.  This 
would  probably  be  something  on  the  order  of  five  half-day  sessions. 

For  those  of  you  interested,  we  would  appreciate  something  short  in  writing,  within 
the  next  few  weeks.   Address  you  remarks  to  Wendy  Wheeler  at  CSD. 

TECH  TIP,  DYL26Q  RELEASE  7.1 

In  addition  to  the  features  listed  in  the  pre-release  package,  release   7.1  has  a 
couple  small  features  which  may  make  programming  some  applications  easier. 

1.  A  new  job  termination  flag  (UE0J=3).  This  allows  immediate  termination  of  a 
job  without  printing  reports.  This  is  useful  in  cases  where  the  reason  for 
termination  is  that  no  data  were  generated  for  the  reports. 

2.  A  new  end  of  file  indicator  (UxRF  where  x  is  the  File  ID).  Previously,  we  had 
to  test  for  end  of  file  by  checking  for  high  values  (hex  'FF')  in  the  record. 
Since  high  values  could  be  a  normal  value  in  a  record,  a  second  test  would  have 
been  needed.  Now,  the  user  xRF  flag  may  be  tested  immediately  to  check  for  end 
of  file. 


VPS  -  VTAM  PRINTER  SUPPORT 

We  have  had  the  VTAM  Printer  Support  product  installed  for  several  months,  but  due 
to  the  inquiries  we  have  been  getting,  we  decided  to  send  out  another  description 
of  it. 

VPS  will  send  RJE-type  output  to  most  printers  supported  by  VTAM,  e.g.,  3262,  3284, 
3286,  3287,  3288,  3289,  and  3767,  etc.  It  will  share  the  printer  with  other  appli- 
cations like  CICS.  The  operation  is  automatic  -  the  user  inserts  a  /-ROUTE  state- 
ment after  the  JOB  card,  and  when  the  SYSOUT  dataset  closes,  it  is  queued  to  the 
user's  printer.  Most  of  the  normal  RJE  control  .commands  are  provided  through 
either  TSO  or  by  calling  Network  Control. 

To  get  a  printer  defined  to  VPS,  call  Tom  Buchholz  at  449-2596  with  your  terminal 
VTAM  ID  and  your  TSO  user id. 
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TAPE  LIST  CHANGES 

To  make  your  tape  lists  more  manageable  and  easier  to  read,  CSD  will  be 
printing  archive  tape  volsers  once  a  month  only.  These  volsers  will  be 
identified  by  "ARCH"  in  the  out  area  code  column  of  the  daily  tape 
lists,  and  a  volser  number  in  the  "700000"  series. 

This  policy  will  begin  on  October  1,  1983.  A  complete  Daily  Scratch 
list  including  Archive  Tapes  will  be  printed  on  the  first  working  day  of 
every  month. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Lucy  Carlson  at  449-2596. 


TIDBITS 

The  Data  Processing  profession  is  filled  with  two  commodities  -  ACRONYMS 
and  strange  numbers. 

In  most  other  fields  numerical  limits  are  usually  nice  even  round  num- 
bers -  10,  100,  1,000,000  etc.  In  the  computer  business  we  have  weird 
limits  that  sometimes  seem  very  arbitrary  -  16,  256,  1024,  32,767,  have 
you  ever  wondered  why?  Sixteen  is  common  because  it  is  the  maximum  num- 
ber (relative  to  zero)  that  can  be  kept  in  a  1/2  byte  field,  and  256 
(also  relative  to  zero)  is  the  maximum  for  a  one  byte  field. 

The  32,767  limit  for  maximum  blocksize  is  the  maximum  positive  number 
that  can  be  put  in  a  two  byte  halfword.  The  halfword  is  used  in 
Input/Output  commands. 

The  interesting  thing  about  all  these  numbers  is  that  they  are  powers  of 
the  number  2  -  the  basis  of  binary  arithmetic  and  computers. 


OA  (OFFICE  AUTOMATION)  RESOURCE  CENTER 

In  order  to  provide  State  agencies  with  an  opportunity  to  review  a  wider 
selection  of  OA  productions  than  is  available  in  the  Helena  area,  the 
Office  Automation  Center  of  CSD  has  invited  vendors  throughout  the  State 
to  lend  the  State  samples  of  their  products  for  demonstration,  evalu- 
ation, and  display.  Participating  vendors  will  select  the  products  and 
the  period  of  time  they  are  available.  The  products  will  generally  be 
demonstrated  by  the  vendor  at  scheduled  times.  These  products  will  be 
evaluated  by  the  Office  Automation  Center  staff  and  will  then  be  avail- 
able for  hands-on  familiarization  in  the  OA  Resource  Center.  The  Office 
Automation  Center  will  send  out  notices  describing  products,  scheduled 
demonstrations,  hands-on  availability,  etc.  The  first  product  demon- 
strations were  just  announced  for  September  8  and  9,  1983. 

Call  Darrell  Hagen  at  Systems  Development,  449-3987,  for  more  informa- 
tion. 
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ZAP  !! ! 

CSD  had  a  bit  of  excitement  during  the  period  of  August  10  and  11.  One 
of  the  electrical  cables  feeding  the  computer  equipment  main  switch 
overheated  and  burned  completely  off.  The  cable  was  about  l"  in  diam- 
eter and  carried  enough  current  to  heat  10  three  bedroom  homes. 

In  trying  to  restore  service,  the  computer  system  has  been  shut  down 
three  times.  At  least  one  more  shutdown  will  be  required  to  fix  the 
problem  permanently  by  installing  a  new  part.  This  will  probably  be 
done  at  night  or  on  a  weekend  but  in  any  case  you  will  receive  plenty  of 
notice. 

The  outage  could  have  been  much  worse,  but  thanks  to  John  "Super 
Sniffer"  Grisetti's  nose  we  had  warning  something  was  wrong  as  early  as 
Monday.  The  evening  computer  operators  (Mick  Plovanic,  Cleber  Amundson, 
Rich  Senden  and  Steve  Noland)  were  monitoring  the  situation  closely  when 
the  wire  started  heating  rapidly  and  were  able  to  shutdown  in  orderly 
fashion  before  the  wire  burned. 


USER  SERVICES  REORGANIZATION 

The  User  Services  Section  of  Computer  Services  Division  has  undergone 
some  position  changes. 

Wendy  Wheeler  has  been  promoted  from  Computer  User  Assistant  to  Training 
Officer  for  the  Division.  Tricia  Sahinen  and  Tina  Carmichael  have  been 
promoted  from  Word  Processing  Operator  III  and  Magnetic  Tape  Librarian 
respectively,  to  Computer  User  Assistants. 


OTHER  CHANGES  IN  THE  OPERATIONS  BUREAU. 


Cheri   Lewis   has   been   promoted    to   Computer   Operator   III. 
Congratulations ! 

Cheryl  Culler  will  be  working  for  Lucy  Carlson  as  a  Tape  Librarian. 

Two  new  Bursting/Deleaving  Operators  have  been  hired:  John  Helzer  and 
Charlie  VanderVoort. 

Phyllis  Nesset  and  Michael  Krings  will  be  working  as  temporary  Computer 
Operators  on  the  12:00  to  8:00  shift.  •.• 

Welcome  everyone! 
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EDUCATION  NEWS 


BASIC  SKILLS:   presented  by  Wendy  Wheeler,  Computer  Services 

DATE:    September  13 

TIME:    8:30-4:00 

PLACE:   CSD  Conference  Room,  ?'/13,  Mitchell  Building 

COST:    $25.00 

LIMIT:   8 

PREREQUISITE:   3270nd  (IIS  class  on  terminal  operation) 

Learn  the  basics  of  using  a  computer  terminal.   Become  confident  manipu- 
lating data  using  the  SPF  editor.   Know  how  to  trace  your  jobs  using  the 
queue  commands . 
A  prerequisite  for  CSD  programming  classes. 

ZCHART:   presented  by  Jeff  Bredeson  and  Gregg  Wheeler  of  Computer  Services 

DATE:    Sept.  19,  22,  23,  26,  27,  29,  30 

TIME:    1:00  -  5:00 

PLACE:   Personnel  Conference  Room,  #136,  Mitchell  Building 

COST:    $100 

LIMIT:   10 

PREREQUISITE:   Basic  Skills  Class  or  equivalent  knowledge. 

Check  with  Wendy  Wheeler  at  449-2596  if  you  have  any  questions. 

ZCHART  is  a  popular  plotting  package  used  on  CSD's  off-line  Nicolet-Zeta 
plotter.  Participants  will  create  colorful  and  meaningful  pie  charts, 
bar  charts  and  line  graphs. 

MAKING  IT  COUNT,  AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  COMPUTING:   presented  by  Wendy  Wheeler  of 

Computer  Services 

DATE:    Mon,  Wed,  and  Fri,  November  2-28,  except  Nov.  11 

TIME:    9:00  -  12:00 

PLACE:   CSD  Conference  Room,  #13,  Mitchell  Building 

COST:    $100 

LIMIT:   8 

PREREQUISITE:   None 

Is  the  computer  age  catching  up  to  you?  Making  It  Count  presents  a 
broad  overview  of  data  processing  concepts  and  problems.  Terminology  is 
defined  in  context.  Fundamentals  of  hardware,  software,  programming 
languages  and  programming  logic  are  covered. 

(continued) 
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IDMS/DB:   presented  by  Ken  Curtiss,  Computer  Services 

DATE:    Mon-Fri,  October  3-14,  except  Oct  10 

TIME:    8:00  -  12:00 

PLACE:   CSD  Conference  Room 

COST:    $100 

LIMIT:   10 

PREREQUISITE:   None 

Participants  will  get  a  working  knowledge  of  the  concepts  and  facilities 
of  IDMS.  Database  design,  performance  and  recovery  and  administration 
will  also  be  covered. 

INTEGRATED  DATA  DICTIONARY:   presented  by  Chuck  Matule,  Computer  Services 

DATE:    Mon-Fri,  October  17-21 
TIME:    8:00-12:00 
PLACE:   CSD  Conference  Room 
COST:    $100 
LIMIT:   15 
PREREQUISITE:   None 

Basic  entities,  user-defined  entities,  cross-referencing  and  reporting 
capabilities  of  the  Integrated  Data  Dictionary. 


Please  call  Wendy  Wheeler  at  449-2596  if  you  have  any  questions. 

To  register  for  classes,  please  complete  the  following  enrollment  form  and 
return  it  to  Computer  Services. 

AFTER  REGISTRATION,  CANCELLATIONS  MUST  BE  MADE  AT  LEAST  ONE  WEEK  IN  ADVANCE  TO 
AVOID  BEING  BILLED  FOR  FULL  AMOUNT  OF  CLASS. 
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CSD  ENROLLMENT  APPLICATION 
(for  all  courses) 


PLEASE  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING  APPLICATION  AND  RETURN 
TO  COMPUTER  SERVICES  DIVISION 


COURSE : 
DATE: 
STUDENT (S): 


AGENCY : 

PHONE: 

CSD  BILLING  NO: 


AUTHORIZED  SIGNATURE: 


355  conies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost 
oHo  12  per  copy  for  a  cost  of  ?42.60.   Distribution  costs  are 

approximately  $4.00. 
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